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Members of the Appropriations Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 111. My name is Krista Pisano and I live in 
Southington. I support SB 111 with the following provisions: 
 

 
The child care sector is in crisis. We need workers now. Some child care businesses have 
closed, but many more have closed classrooms because they can’t find staff. This puts them in 
danger of closing in the next few months.  
  
The ENTIRE system needs equitable support across all settings. There is no room to raise 
tuition for parents that can't afford early care and education now.   
  
This means we need on-going, substantial wage supplements and benefits for small private 
centers, nonprofit centers (including religious programs) and family child care providers.  
  
Plus, the state funded and school readiness programs, which have not had a meaningful 
increase since 2015, need to have reimbursement rates generously adjusted so that they are 
able to continue to provide high quality care and education.    
 
I am the School Readiness Liaison for the city of Waterbury, where there are currently 12 
classrooms closed due to teacher shortages. Many of these programs have been looking for 
qualified teachers for those classrooms for six months or more. Imagine how many of 
Waterbury’s children are not able to access a quality childcare program right now, then multiply 
that number by every community in the state that is facing the same thing. Think of all the 
parents who are unable to enter the workforce because they can’t find a program that has the 
capacity to care for their children. 
 
When COVID hit our state, early care and education workers continued to show up every day to 
make sure Connecticut parents had safe, quality programs for their children. We were called 
essential workers and heroes for putting ourselves and our families at risk by caring for children 
during a pandemic. It is time to show us that you meant it by making an investment in the 
childcare system in our state.  
 
Thank you for your time. 


